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Introducing Eurochild – who are we?

34 countries

A European network of organisations working 
with and for children throughout Europe, 
striving for a society that respects the rights 
of children. 

Advocating for children’s rights and well-
being to be at the heart of policymaking

The UNCRC is the foundation of all our work. 



Introducing Eurochild - How do we work?

1. Top-down / 
bottom-up advocacy

2. Sustainable, response 
and recognised network 

3. Meaningful child 
participation 



Goal 1 – End to child poverty & social exclusion

Goal 2 – end to institutional care for all children in 
Europe

Goal 3 – more recognition & understanding of 
children’s rights in political discourse

Introducing Eurochild - What do we want to achieve? 



Advocacy 
Capacity 
building

Collect data / 
release 

country fact 
sheets

Briefings, 
positions, 

papers, 
publications

Sharing 
information 

widely

Partnerships 

with other 
coalitions

Our current work - EU-national level advocacy

‘Top-down/Bottom-
up’ advocacy approach



Example 1: The Opening Doors Campaign
Common vision to end institutionalisation of children in Europe. This 
vision was transformed into a 7 year pan-European campaign.

Partnership between 5 international partners and civil society 
organisations across 16 European countries that was running 2013-
2019. 

.



Achievements: 
• OD CLOSING VIDEO 
• Comprehensive child protection 

reforms
• more children growing up in family-

based care than institutional care
• The quality of family-based placements 

has improved
• Increase of foster care providers in 

Romania

Challenges:
• The lack of recent quantitative data 
• The issue of DI is relevant for all EU 

countries
• EU political pressure & funds need 

better guidance 
• There is still an insufficient number of 

foster families 
• Give voice to and strengthen the 

agency of those directly affected

Achievements and challenges

https://youtu.be/E6B8dbqyE1w


Example 2: The CarePath Project

Building the case for more support for children and young 
people ageing out of care



Project overview



Key project outputs

FREE online training on trauma-informed 

leaving care support

 now live: mooc.carepath-project.eu

Policy conference in Brussels, 30 April 2020

 “Aftercare support for children leaving care: 
Learning lessons from across Europe” 

Policy report on making the case for trauma-

informed care in the EU, due out soon

 Not reinventing the wheel – but harnessing 
existing good practices

mooc.carepath-project.eu
https://eurochild.wufoo.com/forms/carepath-conference-april-2020/


Our future work –

1. Building the evidence base

2. Empowering civil society organisations – advocacy trainings 
and support to NGOs (Martin James Foundation)

3. Top- down bottom-up advocacy – MFF, policies at EU & 
national level

4. Care leavers – involvement of those who we try to help



Thank you for listening!

ciaran.odonnell@Eurochild.org

Interested in learning more?
www.eurochild.org

www.carepath-project.eu

www.openingdoors.eu

@Eurochild @Eurochild_org @Eurochild_org

mailto:ciaran.odonnell@Eurochild.org
http://www.eurochild.org/
http://www.carepath-project.eu/
http://www.openingdoors.eu/

